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Amendment to the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A tablet storage and take-out apparatu s in which a vial filled with 
tabl e ts is waiting at a waiting space for being taken out, comprising: 

a storage part including at least one storage chamber in which a v ial filled with tablets is 
held prior to being taken out, the storage chamber defining a waiting space having an inserting 
opening and a taking-out opening; 

plural pairs of holding members for holding a barrel of the vial, each of t he plural pairs of 

holding members being provided at the waiting space so that the hold ing members of each pair 
of holding members ar ea s to b e opposed to each other; 

the plural pairs of holding members being disposed between the inserting open ing and the 

taking-out opening of the waiting space so as to hold the vial inserted into the inserting opening 
and removed from the taking-out opening; and 

s tock sensors for detecting whether the vial is held by the plural pairs of holding 
members or not, the stock sensersensors being provided so as to correspond to the plural pairs of 
holding member s, respectively . 

2. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claiml, wherein; 

the plural pairs of holding members are provided with concave portions that are o pposed 
to each etherr Other; 

the plural pairs of holding members are supported so as to pivot around two shafts that 

are spaced away from each other by a distance larger than a diamete r tho diamet e r of the vial so 
that the concave portions can come close to and move away from each other; 
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t he plural pairs of holding members are urged so that the concave portions can come 
close to each other; and 

t he concave portions can pinch and hold a barrel t ho barrel of the vial so that a centert ke 
cent e r of the vial is positioned between the concave portions. 

3. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claiml, wherein the 
stock sensors are sensors for detecting that the holding members of each of t he plural pairs of 
holding members are situated at a position close to or away from each othe r depending on a 
relative position of the holding members , 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 1 , wherein the 
plural pairs of holding merfibers of the plural pairs of holding members p ositioned at the take-out 
side have a high priority; 

if none of the plural pairs of holding members hav e hold h ave held the vial, the pair of 

holding members having higher priority holds the vial newly filled with tablets; and 

if any one of the plural pairs of holding members hav e hol d have held the vial, the pair of 

holding members having a priority that is n ext lower than the pair of holding members having a 
priority that is lowest among the pairs of holding members holding the vial holds the subsequent 
vial/ 



5 

PAGE 7/52 " RCVD AT 8/8/2011 7:08:10 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:W-PTOFAX-Q01/10 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 12027218250 • DURATION (mm-SS>:39-36 



12027218250 



8/8/2011 7:08:19 PM PAGE 8/052 Fax Server 



6. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 1, wherein; 
the storage part comprises a plurality of storage chambers woiting space has a plural 

t he plural pairs of holding members located in the same waiting space of the plurality of 
waiting spaces can hold a plurality o ft h e plural vials filled with tabletstables for onesame patient; 
and 

t he plural pairs of holding members in a different one of the plurality of waiting spaces 
can hold t h e diff e r e nt spaco hold th e vial fill e d a vial filled with tabletst afeles for adifferent 
patient 

7. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 2, wherein the 
stock sensors are sensors for detecting that the holding members of each of the plural pairs of 
holding members are situated at a position close to or away from each othe r depending on a = 
relative position of the holding members . : 

8-9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currendy Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 2, wherein; 

t he holding members of the p lural pairs of holding members positioned at the take-out 
side have a high priority; 

if none of the plural pairs of holding members have hel dh av e hold the vial, the pair of 

holding members having ahigher priority holds the vial newly filled with tablets; and 

if any one ofthe plural pairs of holding members have hel dh av e hold the vial, the pair of 

holding members having a priority that is next lower than the pair of holding members having a 
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priority that is l owest among the pairs of holding members holding the vial holds the subsequent 
vial. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 3, wherein: 

the holding member of the plural pairs of holding members positioned at the take-out side 

have a high priority; 

if none of the plural pairs of holding members have held h avo hold the vial, the pair of 

holding members having ajiigher priority holds the vial newly filled with tablets; and 

if any one of the plural pairs of holding members have held h avo hold the vial, the pair of 

holding members having a priority that is next lower than the pair of holding members having a 

priority that is lowest among the pairs of holding members holding the vial holds the subsequent < 

vial. 

12. (Cancelled) ' 

13. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 2, wherein: 
the storage part includes a plurality of storage chambers w aiting spac e has a plural spac e; 

t he plural pairs of holding members located i n the same waiting spac e of the plurality of 
waiting spaces can hold a plurality o ft h e plural vials filled with tabletstebles for onesame patient; 
and 

the plural pairs of holding members in a different one ofthe plurality of waiting spaces 
can hol dt hc different space hold a vialt he^v4al filled with tablets tabies for a_dififerent patient. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 3, wherein: 
the storage part includes a plurality of storage chambers w aiting spao e has a plural space : 

the plural pairs of holding members located in the same waiting space of the plurality of 
waiting spaces can hold a plurality ofthe plural vials filled with tabletst ables for onesame patient; 
and 

the plural pairs of holding members in a different one of the plurality of waiting spaces 

can t he differ e nt spac e hold a vial t h e vial filled with tabletstables for adifferent patient. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The tablet storage and take-out apparatus as in claim 5, wherein: 
the storage part includes a plurality of storage chamber sw aiting space has a plural gpnee : 

t he plural pairs of holding members located in the same waiting space of the plurality of 
waiting spaces can h old a plurality o ft he plural vials filled with tabletst afetes for onesame patient; 
and 

the plural pairs of holding members in a different one of the plurality of waiting spaces 

can hold t h e different spac e hold a vial the vial filled with tabletst abtes for ^different patient. 
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